
birds are in our nature

What does Birds in Schools aim to do? 
To engage students in the scientific process 
through investigating and monitoring the 
birds and habitat of their school grounds 
with the ultimate aim of developing and 
implementing an action plan related to          
improving school biodiversity

Birds in Schools

What is Birds in Schools?
Birds in Schools is an environmental 
education project designed and delivered 
by BirdLife Australia and its Birds in 
Backyards program with support from the 
NSW Environmental Trust. 

Birds in Schools is free and open to students 
and teachers from Years 5 and 6 from primary 
schools in the Sydney region. It will commence 
in early Term 1, 2014 and conclude in June 2015.

Birds in Schools consists of one teacher 
professional development module and four 
inquiry-based Stage 3 curriculum modules. The 
project is delivered by BirdLife staff, volunteers 
and classroom teachers through: 

•	 Teacher professional development and 
ongoing BirdLife support for teachers

•	 A school excursion to the BirdLife Discovery 
Centre in Sydney Olympic Park 

•	 BirdLife incursions to local schools, including 
tree planting days 

•	 Video conferences lead by BirdLife staff



Teacher Focused 

Module 1: Teaching the Teacher: Birds in 
your School
Professional development for teachers to equip 
them with the skills and knowledge to drive and 
direct the project within their own school

What will Birds in Schools offer 
students and teachers?

•	 The	chance	to	become	citizen	scientists	and	
actively participate in the scientific process

•	 Development	of		a	valuable	connection	with	
the natural world and their school grounds

•	 A	supported	cross-curriculum	teaching	
resource that builds knowledge and skills 
across key learning areas and clearly links 
with syllabuses

•	 Opportunity	to	investigate	real-life	issues,	
reflect and problem solve and develop 
action-oriented responses to sustainability 
challenges 

•	 A	way	to	prioritise	biodiversity	within	the	
School Environmental Management Plan 
(SEMP). Funding will be available for a select 
number of schools to implement plans and 
establish habitat for birds on their school 
grounds

•	 Collaboration	and	partnerships	with	the	local	
school community and local council

How can I find out more or get involved?
Complete the online expression of interest form by 
14th November 2013 to register your school’s interest. 
Visit:  www.surveymonkey.com/s/Birds_in_Schools         
Or call or email us! 
Elizabeth Noble | Birds in Schools Project Manager
M 0426 887 415 | T 02 9647 1875 (Thurs only)
elizabeth.noble@birdlife.org.au | birdlife.org.au

What will the modules include?

Student Focused 
Module 2: Bird Watching and Bird 
Monitoring
Explore Australian birds and biodiversity within 
urban habitats. Learn how to monitor birds and 
begin conducting surveys of your school grounds 

Module 3: Assessing Habitat for Birds 
What are the links between birds and their habitat? 
Carry out an assessment of your schools habitat and 
investigate what lives where

Module 4: Data Analysis and Reporting
Analyse the bird survey and habitat assessment 
data you collect and report your conclusions and 
recommendations to the local school community

Module 5: Action Plan Development
Develop an action plan from your findings and 
incorporate it into your SEMP and whole school 


