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Dear Principals and Teachers,

I have the pleasure of writing to you to invite your school to participate in an exciting 
schools project that will soon be launched in your local area. 

Birds in Schools is an inquiry-based project that encourages Years 5 and 6 students 
and their teachers to engage in the scientific process through bird monitoring. The 
project is based on the students’ role as citizen scientists, investigating the bird 
community and habitat of their school grounds. They collect, analyse and interpret 
their data – with the ultimate aim of developing and implementing an action plan 
related to improving the biodiversity of their school grounds.

BirdLife Australia and its Birds in Backyards program, with the support of the 
NSW Environmental Trust are delivering the project through a series of Stage 3 
curriculum-based education modules. Each module includes different activities such 
as a school excursion to the BirdLife Discovery Centre in Sydney Olympic Park, 
incursions to local schools by BirdLife staff and volunteers (including planting days), 
‘connected classroom’ technology and teacher professional development. 

Birds in Schools aims to engage 20 primary schools across the Sydney region. The 
project will commence in Term 1, 2014 and conclude in June 2015, providing schools 
with sufficient time to connect with the resources they will be provided as well 
as the natural world outside their classrooms. Citizen science is the gateway to 
many exciting discoveries and by monitoring the birds in your school; students can 
discover amazing things about their immediate environment. 

Expressions of interest in the project are currently being sought and I encourage 
your school to get involved. Please visit the following link to complete the online 
form. 
www.surveymonkey.com/s/Birds_in_Schools 
Expressions of interest will close on 14th November 2013. 

If you would like to know more, please don’t hesitate to call or email me. I look 
forward to hearing from you. 

Sincerely,

Elizabeth Noble

Birds in Schools Project Manager


