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Community and Remembrance – The Past in the Present 

Lesson 1 – An 1878 Classroom 

What things have changed over time and what has remained the same? 

Key inquiry question 
What aspects of the past can we see today? 

History K-10 

Outcomes  

HT1-2 identifies and describes significant people, events, places and sites in the 
local community.  

HT1-3 describes the effects of changing technology on people’s lives over time.   

HT1-4 demonstrates skills of historical inquiry and communication  

Students  

• develop values and attitudes relating to an appreciation of their cultural 
heritage 

• Notice changes and continuities in family life and the local community over 
time  

• Understand the reasons for change in people’s lives over time and the results 
eg. due to technology 

Lesson / activity outline  
This is the first in a series of three lessons: 

• A virtual tour of an 1870s classroom – note the similarities and differences to 
the classrooms of today. Still photographs also provided. 

• A consideration of the modes of transport children used to get to school in the 
past. 

• Participation in games of the past. 

Parents will be able to contribute an account of how schooling has changed since 
they were students. 

Required resources, equipment and technology 

• Computer to access the virtual tour and photographs 

• Worksheet printed or online 

Weblinks utilised 
360 degree photograph of Brewongle’s 1878 Classroom 
https://app.situ360.com/9a3c71/3538/17858  
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The Past in the Present 
Places have changed over time. Usually places are updated at various 
intervals to reflect current usage. Sometimes places have not kept pace 
with changes in society. Conservation of such places these then reflect a 
particular time in our history. 

Instructions 
You might like to print out the worksheet to make it easier to draw on. 
Alternatively the floor plan could be done on a separate sheet of paper. 
 

• Answer question 1 on the worksheet first. After you child has written 
down what they already know about schooling in the past talk to 
them about how things were different when you went to school. 

• Next look at the photos provided to answer question 2. Did you find 
some differences you hadn’t thought of? 

• Use the 360̊ photo at https://app.situ360.com/9a3c71/3538/17858 
to try to complete question 3. Don’t forget to label the features on 
the floorplan. 

• As an extra activity you could watch 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SIeIud1GM4U or 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Os07KbGSO3M to see how to write with pen 
and ink. Now, you need to go outside into your backyard, see if you can find a 
feather that you could use to practice writing. You will need to sharpen the quill 
first. Some water paint would do nicely for ink. If you have a device you could 
take some photos of your efforts. You could post them on your class page.  

• Try https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J1k1K-DuKKE to hear about 
punishment in the past and compare it to what happens today. 
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SACKVILLE NORTH PUBLIC 

SCHOOL 
INSIDE THE 1878 CLASSROOM 

 
1. What do you already know about schooling and 
classrooms of the late 1800’s to early 1900’s? 

__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________ 
 
2. Look around the 1878 classroom and at the photos. List the things 
that are different from your own classroom at your school. 

___________________        ___________________  
___________________            ___________________ 
___________________           ___________________ 
___________________            ___________________ 
 
3. Sketch a floor plan (bird’s eye view) of this 1878 classroom. Make 
sure you label all the features e.g. fire, teacher’s desk. 
 


